THE REGIONS OF POWER
last analysis is not a matter either of necessity or
of utility, but a problem of character.
"These things cannot be systematised," con-
tinued Mussolini after a pause. "Systems are
illusions, and theories are fetters. For instance,
I regard the network of treaties of friendship and
agreement concerning tariffs as greater guarantees
of peace than alliances on the grand scale and
even than the League of Nations."
"Treaties, too, are fetters," I objected.
"Not a bit of it," he answered. "I once spoke
of treaties as chapters in history, and denied
that they are epilogues. This view has nothing
whatever to do with Bethmann Hollweg's
notorious 'scrap of paper/ It only means that the
Paris treaties, like hundreds of earlier treaties,
can and must be modified."
"At the Disarmament Conference Italy has
been making far-reaching proposals. Winston
Churchill (you told me once that you esteemed
him highly) has spoken of the huge French army
as a guarantee of peace. Do you agree?"
"On the contrary."
"Still, here in Italy you train your children
for war!"
"I prepare them for the struggle for life,"
answered Mussolini. "Also I prepare them for
the struggle of the nation."
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